
 

American Government and Economics 

Unit: Drinking age and gun laws. 

Essential Learning Goal: Describe how government power is divided and limited in our federal system. 

Inquiry Based Question: Why is there a national drinking age, but 50 separate gun laws? 

State Standard 

1 2 3 4 

Below End of the Course 

Expectations 
Progressing Toward End of Course Expectations Meets End of Course Expectations Exceeds End of Course Expectations 

C3.2.3 
Limits on Federal Power 

(Other connected standards - 
C1.2.2, C3.1.7, C3.3.1 

  

With help or prompting, 
I can meet level two 
goals. 

I can identify and/or describe the following tools associated 
with constitutional limits on Federal power: 

● “Define and Limit” 
● Federalism 
● Enumerated Powers 

○ ASC 1.8.(x) 
● 9th amendment 
● 10th amendment 

 

I can explain specifically how the 
9th and 10th Amendments and 
Article 1 Section 8 of the 
Constitution limit the power of 
the Federal government. 
 
 
 

 

C3.2.1 
Checks and Balances 

 
 
 
  

With help or prompting, 
I can meet level two 
goals. 

I can identify and/or define the following concepts 
associated with a limited federal government: 

● Checks and Balances 
 

 
I can list and identify checks between each branch of the 
federal government. 

 

I can Explain how the principles 
of enumerated powers and 
checks and balances serve to 
limit the power of government. 
 

 



State Standard 

1 2 3 4 

Below End of the Course 

Expectations Progressing Toward End of Course Expectations Meets End of Course Expectations Exceeds End of Course Expectations 

C3.1.5 
Tensions between the 3 
branches of government.  

  

With help or prompting, 
I can meet level two 
goals. 

I can identify and/or define the following concepts: 
● Checks and Balances 
● Power of the Purse 

 

I can explain real world tensions 
between the three branches of 
government (Power of the purse, 
veto power, and judicial review). 

 

 

C3.3.2 
Reserved and Concurrent 

Powers 

With help or prompting, 
I can meet level two 
goals. 

I can define the following concepts: 
● Enumerated Powers 
● Concurrent Powers 
● Reserved Powers 

 
I can identify and classify enumerated, reserved and 
concurrent powers. 

I can use enumerated, reserved 
and concurrent powers to explain 
which level of government is 
responsible for certain jobs. 

I can critique arguments over 
which level of government 
should perform a job. 

 


